THE VICTORIANS AND  AFTER
great, energetic, characteristic age to which we attach a definite flavour which smacks neither of the eighteenth century nor of the twentieth, and then the late Victorians, Edwardians, and neo-Georgians,1 who foreshadowed and partly prepared the age m which we stiugglc and hope with scarcely a trace of complacency left
After this all too brief preamble, we can examine a little more fully what literary fruit the penod brought forth, but before looking at it m any detail, it may be as well to venture a few remarks which can be applied to the whole period, generalisations to which many exceptions can, of course, be found, and which are perhaps not wholly true of any one man, but which may nevertheless serve to mark certain characteristics that lend a colour to the whole period Such generalisations need not carry conviction it is enough if they suggest a plausible approach, for art, by its nature, refuses to lend itself to broad statements, seeing that it is the first business of every work of art to be different from all others Yet in every age there are certain stylistic qualities which enable us to recognise a work as belonging to that age; and by style is meant not only craftsmanship in words, but the whole question of handling the material In these realms certain qualities or their absence can be noted
The most forcibly striking aspect of most of the Victorians is their volummousness It is not that they wrote on a large scale, others have done that it is not, to put it bluntly, that they wrote much, but that thev wrote too much They did not stop when they had made their effect, they went on making it, and so weakened it Take even Tennyson, who was less guilty than most, the effect of In Memoriam is made long before the close of the poem One can think of scarcely any of the outstanding writers of the penod who would not benefit by a generous use of the blue pencil, even in their short lyrics Something, of course, must be allowed for exuberance, for a superabundant vitality, but a vitality more
1 We are already forgetting the ethos of those years, and are apt to loot back on them as a golden age Those born after 1900 are hardly aware of the strikes, the constitutional struggle, the war scares, the suffragette movement which marked the period.
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